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Gosford Hill Awards Evening November 2013 
 

On Wednesday 27th November Gosford Hill School held its annual awards evening. The awards were based 
on our core purpose of Fostering Ambition and Inspiring Success.  

 
The key note address was given by returning ex-student Ikechi Anya who plays football for Watford and 
Scotland. He spoke eloquently about how he’d achieved success through hard work and determination. 

 
Our House Leaders and Head of Sixth 
Form announced the award winners and 
Ikechi presented the certificates and book 
tokens to encourage reading. The evening 
featured a series of stunning musical 
performances.  
 
The Headteacher’s awards went to  
and Natasha Owen and Dom James.  
 
Our thanks and congratulations go to all 
the students and families who made this 
such a special evening. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Mr C. Hall - Assistant Headteacher, School 
Community and Systems 

Thames Success Award Winners 

Sixth Form Success Award winners 

Ikechi with our Head Boy and Girl   

Dominic James and Natasha 
Owen - winners of the 
Headteacher’s award 

Thomas Anderson and 
Jonah Clarke 
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RAISING MONEY FOR GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BLIND 
 
For the last 6 weeks I have been part of a group of Year 7 students who as 
part of their work in the Bungalow raised money for a charity. This year it 
was Guide Dogs for the Blind. 

 
We started off painting a chair with all the House colours and made 
jewellery using glass. Breaking glass is not easy! It helped us develop 
team work. 

 

We created a leaflet to advertise the cake sale and we put the winning 
leaflet in all the tutor trays so everybody at school was aware of the event. 

 
On the day of the cake sale we decorated the cakes and at break we set 
up the cake sale in the English corridor. It went really well and I enjoyed it 
nearly as much as eating the cakes! 

 
During our last session Val from the charity came with a puppy called 
Bruno. He is really cute and friendly and he particularly liked chewing the 
carpet! We presented Val with a cheque for £56.70. 

 
We had a blast raising money for Guide Dogs for the Blind and I would like 
to do it again in the future. 

 
Harriet Gardner 7TSWR 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Cross Country Competition 
On Thursday 21st November Gosford entered a number of 
teams into the North Oxford Cross Country team 
competition held at Warriner School.  The Year 7 girls’ team 
consisted of Lucy Stowell, Elly Byrne, Lucy Hopper and 
Elia Franklin, finishing sixth overall.   
 
The Year 8 /9 girls’ team consisted of Chloe Ridewood (the  
overall winner), Steph Bourliakas, Jade O’Dowda and  
Joelly Alexander. The team finished second. 
 
The Year 7 boys’ team did well to finish fifth.  This team was 
 made up of Alec Puleston, James Bateman,  
Josh Redfearn-Doney and Zack Harwood. 
 
The Year 8 boys’ team finished in fourth place and 
consisted of Ben Stewart, Joseph Keighery, Matt Walker 
and Jeremy Agha. 
 
A full report can be found on our website. 
 
Mr P Green – Subject Leader, P.E. 
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Safe Drive, Stay Alive 
On Wednesday 20th November all Year 13 students attended the annual hard-hitting road safety campaign 
aimed at young drivers and passengers called 'Safe drive, Stay alive'. Last year 1731 people aged 16-19 
were injured on roads in Thames Valley and Hampshire and an average of 7 young people per week were 
killed or seriously injured. Young drivers are much more likely to be involved in a crash on the roads, often 
due to inexperience and a lack of knowledge of the risks. Around 1 in 4 deaths on the road is aged 17-24. 

 
Safe Drive Stay Alive is produced by a road safety partnership including Thames Valley Police, local councils 
and Thames Valley's emergency services. Each partner has been working for years to reduce the number of 
people dying on the roads. Through a combination of road policing, road safety education, engineering 
measures and speed enforcement, Thames Valley and Hampshire areas have seen road casualties who 
were killed or seriously injured fall from nearly 3,000 in 2000 to 2,128 in 2011. However, a disproportionate 
number of these remain young inexperienced drivers, and sometimes they don't help themselves. This is the 
eighth year the graphic show has been staged in the Thames Valley and it always leaves a lasting impression 
with audiences. Over 15,000 teenagers from Schools and Colleges across the region attend.  While many find 
it 'haunting' it is undoubtedly compulsive viewing and has become an established part of Gosford Hill School’s 
Enrichment programme. 
 
Safe Drive Stay Alive is a theatre project which encourages young people to take care on the road and 
hammers home how tragic road accidents can 
wreck lives. Students experience a chilling ride as a 
re-enactment of a crash involving a group of young 
people is shown on film. 
 
The film is interspersed with talks from people 
affected by such incidents - emergency services, 
victims and the bereaved who 'step out' of the film 
to speak openly about their feelings, experiences 
and life afterwards. 
 
The 'Safe Drive' initiative aims to reduce the number of road deaths and accidents and increase this age 
group's awareness of the dangers that exist on our roads. It succeeds admirably in this aim. 
 
Some comments this year from Year 13 students after the presentation: 
‘Very eye opening – would definitely make you reconsider using your phone or drink driving’ 
 
‘Brilliantly presented! It hit you really hard. Made you put things in perspective. Glad I went!’ 
 
‘Very informative- opened my eyes more to what responsibilities are needed in a car’ 
 
‘The fact it was close to home (Oxford related) made it more realistic. As I’m driver a it has instantly made me more 
cautious’ 
 
‘Very shocking – made me much more aware of the responsibilities of passengers as well as the driver’ 
 
‘That was emotional. I tell you it hurt!’  

                
Mr P Catling - Assistant Head of Sixth Form 
  

Year 12 & 13 Practice Exams - January 2014 
From 6th – 10th January students will only be required to attend school 
for examinations.  However, the Sixth Form will be open for any 
student who would like to study there. 

 
Mrs L De Bruyn – Head of Sixth Form 
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Year 9 Construction Challenge 
‘You are going to design a new headquarters building for a F1 racing team’. This was the opening of the 
introduction given by Paul Hardy, Director at Kingerlee Construction, to Year 9 students. 
 
What an exciting opportunity for our students. They were 
taking part in the annual Construction Challenge 
organised by the Oxfordshire Business Education 
Alliance for students from four local schools. Each school 
took a group of Able, Gifted and Talented students to the 
Challenge. Each team had to organise themselves into 
the roles required by their construction company to 
manage their project. Their brief was to agree a company 
name and logo and then they each took a role in the 
planning and design stages of the construction project. 
They visited local car showroom to see how a building 
has areas allocated to different activities and how this 
impacted on the materials used. In addition they visited a 
site to be used for the building, the architects and the 
companies responsible for electrical and mechanical 
services for the building.  
 
The most challenging roles in this project were that of 
the finance manager and the project manager; ensuring  
your team sticks to budget and time scales is, as we  
know  a challenge in all aspects of life too.  At the end 
of the project they presented their plans to the other staff and students.  
 
Mrs E Hounsell – 14-19 Student Pathway Manager 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

 
 
 
Tom Madden’s ‘Handy’ design was chosen from amongst 18 high 
quality ideas to be entered into the Design Ventura competition run by 
the Design museum. 
 
The judges congratulated Tom on coming up with a genuinely handy 
product that could be very useful to the identified market of disabled 
and old people 
Well done Tom! 
 
Mrs J Cox – Faculty Leader D&T 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Left to Right: Omar Akay, Rico Dines, Tom Keppie,  
Ryan Hambridge, Jeremy Mbararia, Ryan Cripps and 
James Bryant 
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Life drawing exhibition  
Below is a selection of work from Years 13, 12 and selected Year 11 students. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss C Gowlett – Team Leader, Art Faculty 
 
    

Byron, the Robothespian 
Gosford Hill School were proud to be the first school chosen for 
the demonstration of Byron the new fully interactive robot from 
Oxford Brookes University. 
 
Byron is a life sized humanoid robot designed for human 
interaction in a public environment. It is fully interactive, 
multilingual, and user-friendly, making it a perfect device with 
which to communicate and entertain. 
 
Students saw and heard Byron quote Clint Eastwood films and 
famous Shakespeare lines as well as estimating their ages and 
moods along with tracking and mimicking their movements. 
 
Everyone was very excited about seeing the robot and we hope 
that it will encourage an interest in science, engineering, maths 
and computers. 
 
For more information about Byron, please see 
www.robothespian.co.uk 
 
Mr S Marinari – Teacher of ICT 

http://www.robothespian.co.uk/
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Practice & Internal Exams for Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 will be taking place shortly.  Final timetables, 
together with explanatory notes for parents and students, will be distributed to students by form tutors on 
Friday 29th November.   
 
Year 11 Practice Exams 
Written papers will take place between Monday 9th and Friday 13th December.  Year 11 students will be on 
study leave for this period and attend school only for written exams.  Controlled Assessments in Art, French 
and German will take place between Monday 16th and Thursday 19th December, and students involved in 
these subjects will be withdrawn from other lessons to attend. 
 
Year 10 Internal Exams 
Written papers will take place between Monday 16th and Thursday 19th December.  There will be no study 
leave for Year 10. 
 
Years 12 & 13 Practice Exams 
Written papers and Art coursework will take place between Monday 6th and Friday 10th January.  Sixth form 
students will be on study leave for this period and attend school only for written exams. 
 
Advice for parents and students is attached to the final timetable but, if you have any questions, please 
contact the exams team on receipt. 
 
Ms A Sumner - Examinations & Assessment Data Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                               
 
 
 

                                                                              

 
 

Every time you shop online via Easyfundraising the school receives a donation. 
 

 
 
 

ie 
              

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/gift-ideas-for-him/ 
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/gift-ideas-for-her/ 

 
 
 

 

Why not have a look at the most wanted gifts this Christmas on the 
Easyfundraising website 

 

Support Gosford Hill Fundraising 
when you shop online 

Reminder 
Please note that Friday 6th December 2013 will be an Inset day and the school will be closed to students. 
 
Also, the school will close at 12.30pm on Friday 20th December 2013 for the Christmas Holidays. 
 

Dr S Bizley - Headteacher 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/gift-ideas-for-him
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/gift-ideas-for-her/

