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Sixth Form Children in Need Sculptures 

The Sixth Form raised an amazing total of £268.98 during Enrichment period 5 on Wednesday  
13th November when they made their traditional sculptures.   A fantastic effort, so all credit to  
Miss Stanley’s form who contributed the highest amount of £66.76 and Mrs Lopez’s form who collected 
£42.54. 
 
Best sculpture was judged this year by Mrs De Bruyn, Mr Green and Mr Goldring and they awarded the 
impressive sculpture of Michael Jackson by Mr McFeeley’s form as top creative design. There were also 
commendations for the Up House design by Mrs Edward’s form and the topical Royal baby design by Mrs 
Lopez’s form. 
 
Congratulations to all the Year 12 and 13 students who contributed. 
 
 
Paul Catling - Assistant Head of Sixth Form 
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FUNDRAISING  

Philippines Typhoon Appeal 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss S Wooller – Tutor Group Leader 
 

Year 7 Fund Raising Event 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Students start the ball rolling to help raise money for the Philippines 
Typhoon Appeal.  Over the next couple of weeks students across the 
school will be holding fundraising events to help raise money for the 
millions of people who have been affected, including hundreds of 
thousands who have been forced from their homes.  The photos 
show members from TSWR who held a lunchtime cake sale for 
students and auction for staff to bid on the cake created by Amie 
Hardie (7TSWR) shown in image on the right.  They raised a grand 
total of £74.66 which will be added to the Gosford Hill School 
donation fund to the Disaster Emergency Committee (DEC).   

Photos below: (Left) Cakes created by Thamyris de Souza, Amie Hardie, Maria Santambrogio, Zoe Floyd and Rosalind Chaston, (Middle) 
Amie Harding, Rosalind Chaston, Thamyris de Souza, (Right) Cupcakes created by Amie Harding. 

 

A fantastic effort by Year 7 
who have collected spare 
coins over the last two 
months has raised £720. This 
will be split between Children 
In Need and the Philippines 
appeal. 
 
Thank you very much indeed 
to everyone who supported 
this important initiative. 
 
Richard Belmont - 
Assistant Headteacher 
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Yoling  
My name is Ryan Cripps and I am in Year 9 and I am 13 years old. I am a national champion. 

 

What is a Yole? 
This is a picture of me and my yoling partner. 
A yole is a skinny open ended boat (behind us in the picture). 
The seats move on a rail and you have 2 oars each. 
 

How did I get into yoling? 
I got into yoling because I am a sea cadet and we do all sorts 
of things like power boating rowing, yoling, etc. I figured I like 
yoling because it’s easy but hard at the same time although I 
would rather do rowing. I like yoling because it gives me 
something to concentrate on as all the competitions are quite 
tense. 

 
 
 

 
Which competitions have I done? 
Competitions I have been in for yoling: 

 District - which is against everybody in the district like Milton Keynes, Banbury, Abingdon, Oxford, 

Chiltern, High Wycombe and Aylesbury. We won at district (smile). 

 Area – area is where you race all of the southern area who won at their district competitions, like Oxon 

Bucks, East and West Kent and Sussex. We won overall as a district and went on to nationals (big 

smile). 

 Nationals – nationals are where you race against places like Southern Ireland, Scotland, Wales, 

London area, South West, North West (people all over the UK). I was representing southern area 

because we won in the area competition (massive smile). 

WIN! 
Because we won nationals overall, we became the yoling champions which means we are the best of the best 
in the country! 

 
The both of us achieved this in just one year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ryan Cripps – Year 9 Student 
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This year three Gosford Hill teams qualified for finals day of the North Oxfordshire School Sport Partnership 
Rugby tournament.  All three teams reached the final of the shield competition and have shown dedication to 
the sport over the term.  A mini video clip from each final can be found on the PE twitter page (@Sportghs).  
During the events it was clear how much progress all teams have made and we hope many now go forward 
and join the Gosford All Blacks.  The Year 8 team didn’t make the finals but had an excellent season despite 
losing in the semi-final of the cup competition. 

 
Year 10 Rugby 

The Year 10 boys rugby team started the match with 
only 14 players but worked tirelessly against a 
strong powerful North Oxford Academy team in their 
final.  It was very obvious that NOA had some 
extremely quick players and their game plan 
revolved about getting the ball to these players in 
space.  However Gosford reduced the chances with 
an excellent defensive display and were quickly 
pressing the attacking team and meeting them with 
some big tackles.  An early try for NOA did nothing 
to dampen the spirit and character of the Gosford 
team and they continued to put in some huge 
tackles.   
 
This was rewarded with some possession and after 
a number of phases of play the ball was moved to 

Addy Pande in space who scored the first of his three tries.  During the second half the lack of substitutes 
meant the students started to suffer with fatigue and NOA scored a couple of quick tries.  Gosford continued 
to work hard and scored two more tries.  James Groves showed excellent leadership and helped support the 
less experienced players around him and Rory Hoskins as captain made some great decisions.  Dan Stevens 
carried the ball strongly, constantly crossing the gain line to give Gosford attacking ball but man of the match 
was James Ward for his constant tackling and effort in the tight. 

 
Year 9 Rugby 

 
The Year 9 rugby team have grown in numbers 
since the start of the year but still needed to rely 
on the support of two Year 8 students and special 
praise must be given to them for stepping up in 
this game.  Piers Walton and Archie Devlin helped 
inspire the Year 9s to victory in a close and 
bruising encounter against North Oxford Academy.  
North Oxford’s rugby was characterised by very 
strong and direct running from a couple of 
individuals.  Ben Druce and Ricardo Dines led 
from the front and posted a huge tackle count 
putting their bodies on the line against some 
powerful ball carriers.   
 
The rest of the team followed their leadership and gave the NOA players little time or space.  As the game 
progressed Gosford recognised their strength in the forwards and played a very tight game relying on the 
forwards to carry the ball forward before making space for the backs.  Josh Juggins typified this play with a 
number of excellent breaks and was supported by Archie Devlin working hard in the tight.  Piers Walton grew 
in confidence and began controlling the backs to give them space to attack.  Man of the match went to Rico 
Dines and the try scorers were Rico Dines (2), Jermey Mbararia, Harry Hudson.  All players should be very 
proud of their achievement and we hope a few now go forward and join the Gosford All Blacks 
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Year 7 Rugby 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Year 7 rugby team win trophy at first attempt! 
 
The team arrived at finals evening in great spirits after a promising start to their school rugby careers. The 
team were focused from the start and began to dominate territory driven on by some strong play from the 
forwards. The fantastic captain Ewan Smith led the line with purpose and intensity and helped Gosford’s 
forwards to immediately gain control of the scrums. The team’s progress in their rugby has been 
characterised by their huge improvement in their rucking and mauling and this played a major part in their 
success, with the forwards carrying the ball forward well to create space for the backs.  
 
As the game drew on Gosford began to look more and more threatening with ball in hand and as the backs 
grew in confidence Gosford scored two quick fire tries either side of half time through Charlie Woodward and 
James Bateman to take control of the game. In the closing stages the team defended with their bodies on the 
line against a rallying effort from a Sibford team that boasted a couple of excellent players. A fantastic 10-0 
win for the Year 7 team that shows just how far they have come in such a short space of time. All players who 
have represented the team in matches should be very proud of their achievement; it is fantastic that nearly 30 
players have represented the team so far! Having seen the team gel and develop so quickly as a group, it is 
clear that the team has a bright future ahead and I hope very much that some of you will consider taking up 
the sport outside of school to continue to develop your talent!  
Mr P Green – Subject Leader, P.E. Faculty 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

NOT the Cybermen, but the next best thing 
  

Byrun will be coming to visit Gosford Hill from the 
Oxford Brookes Computing Department on 
Wednesday 
27th  November in the Sixth Form area/lunch hall. 
 
Byrun is a robot designed to interact with humans. It 
can sing and dance, tell jokes and stories. 

 
Come and meet Byrun at 2.00pm in the Sixth Form 
Centre to see the latest in robotics technology. 
 
All warmly invited to attend after school. 

 
Visit the website to get a sneek preview 
http://www.robothespian.co.uk/home.php 

 
Mr S Marinari - ICT Teacher 
 

http://www.robothespian.co.uk/home.php
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BTEC Music Night  
On Tuesday the 12th of November many BTEC Music 
students performed in an evening of live music to 
showcase their musical skills and what they have been 
working on so far this year to their friends and family. 
There were a range of instruments used including 
piano, guitar, saxophone and vocals. Everyone 
performed very well and the audience enjoyed the 
evening.  
 
The atmosphere between performers and the 
audience really helped the performances go smoothly 
and helped performers be more confident. All the 
money raised will be going towards buying extra 
lighting equipment to helping the Creative Arts Faculty.   
 
Two Year 10 Students, Toby Griffin-Sparke and Nathan Fletcher took charge of the backstage area and 
introducing the acts, helping them understand all aspects of the music event. A big thank you to Mrs 
Frankcom for organising this music evening and putting so much effort into making this an enjoyable evening 
for everyone.   
 
Another thank you to Mr Bockett, for doing the lighting arrangements to enhance the visual aspects of the 
performances.  And finally, a big thank you to all of those who performed and came along to support the 
students. 

Rebecca Hallam - Year 11 BTEC Music Student 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

Anna Heaven Year 9 performing a vocal solo 

 

Jonah Clarke and Tom Anderson in Year 8                        
performing a duet 

 
Helen Phipps Year 11 playing tuba 

 

Congratulations! 
Bournemouth University wrote to   
me recently informing me that one  
of our former students, Christine Lam,  
graduated this year with a BA (Hons)  
Hospitality Management Degree. 
 
Dr S Bizley - Headteacher 
 

Student Support - Term 1 Attendance Figures 
The whole school attendance figure for Years 7 - 11 
at the end of term 1 was 96.4%. This is a school 
record. 

 
Thank you to all parents/carers who have supported 
the school in achieving this impressive figure.  
High attendance underpins high achievement. 
 
Richard Belmont  
Assistant Headteacher - Student Support 
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Proposed Home to School Transport Policy 2015 
Oxfordshire County Council Consultation, closing on 2nd December 2013 

 
The above consultation will affect some parents and pupils of Gosford Hill School.  
  
Oxfordshire County Council has to make significant budget savings and school transport is one of a number of areas 
being looked at. It is proposed to change this present situation.  
 
The first proposal is that OCC will only pay for transport to the nearest secondary school. According to the map, 
published along with the consultation, children within the following villages will no longer be eligible for free transport 
to Gosford Hill: 
 
Bunkers Hill,  Shipton on Cherwell,  Shipton Manor, Thrupp, Woodeaton, Murcott 
 
Should parents wish for their children to attend Gosford Hill School then they would have to pay for transport.  
 
The alternative proposal is to establish travel areas to avoid splitting communities, and for OCC to work with schools 
and communities to achieve acceptable and cost effective solutions. 
 
These changes would come into effect for those transferring to secondary school from September 2015 and may affect 
all other children, including those already in receipt of free travel, from 2017.  
 
The Council’s position is:  
Oxfordshire County Council is running a new consultation on proposals to change its Home to School Transport policy following a decision 
in July to look again at the plans.  
 
The current Home to School Transport policy is more generous than the national 'statutory minimum' (what we must provide by law), 
which means the Council spends more than it is legally obliged to.  In addition, charges for 'concessionary fares' on Home to School 
Transport (i.e. where spare seats on school buses are used by children who are not entitled to free transport) do not cover the full cost to 
the Council, which means they are subsidised by public funds.  
 
Given the on-going pressure on public finances and the need for the Council to identify large savings across all service areas, this level of 
spending is not considered sustainable.  We want a thriving Oxfordshire, and pledge to make savings as fairly as possible, while protecting 
services for those in greatest need.  
 
Following extensive feedback during the summer, when the Council deferred its decision on potential changes to the Home to School 
Transport policy, revised proposals to reduce the range of schools to which children would qualify for free transport are now being put 
forward for consultation.  These proposals would bring the Council's policy into line with the national statutory level, as well as with 
similar policies adopted by neighbouring councils. One of the proposals regarding free travel is to provide only the statutory minimum 
(transport to the nearest available school if it is over the age determined “statutory walking distance”). However, there is an alternative 
proposal to establish travel areas to avoid splitting some communities. If this alternative proposal is agreed we would work with schools 
and communities to achieve acceptable and cost effective local solutions.   
 
The Council is also consulting on options to raise concessionary fares on school buses and a proposal to remove references to Collaborative 
Learning Transport in its Home to School Transport policy.   
 
The proposed changes would not affect parents' or carers' rights to express preferences for any three schools, nor would they reduce the 
rights of low income families to receive free transport to any of the three nearest secondary schools within two to six miles.  The general 
entitlement to free travel to the nearest school with an available place if it is over the statutory walking distance (three miles for those aged 

eight to 16 and two miles for those of school age who are below the age of eight) would also remain unaffected. (taken from the OCC 
website)  
 

If you would like to read the full proposals and see how they may affect you and your family, then go to:  
 
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/htspconsultation  
 
This is on the County’s public website. If you wish to contribute to the consultation you may do so here. You will also 
find details of a series of public meetings that have been organised by the Council to explain the proposals.  
 

R Foord, Parent Governor 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/htspconsultation
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TERM DATES  

2013-2014 

Term 2 

Monday 4 November – Friday 20 December  

Term 3 

Monday 6 January – Friday 14 February 

Term 4 

Monday 24 February – Friday 4 April 

Term 5 

Tuesday 22 April – Friday 23 May 

Term 6 

Monday 2 June – Friday 18 July 

 
INSET Days:    6 December 2013, 21 & 22 July 2014 
Bank Holiday: 5 May 2014 
 

    

CONTACTING YOUR SCHOOL 

 

 

Your views are very important to us, whether they’re about your child, school activities or wider community 
issues. For all contact details telephone School Reception. 
If you have a concern about your child contact: 

 The subject teacher - if it concerns learning in a particular subject.  Contact Reception to leave a 
message or alternatively, if you have internet access, you can ask for their email address. 

 The Head of Faculty - if you wish to discuss any matter in greater detail. 

 Their Form Tutor - if it is a more general issue about your child’s well being. 
Staff will endeavour to phone you back as soon as possible. All information is treated in the strictest of 
confidence.  If you want to raise an issue or query about a more general area of school activity or a 
community matter contact a Parent Governor.  (Telephone numbers available from School Reception) 

 

SCHOOL RECEPTION: Telephone: 01865 374971 
SCHOOL EMAIL: office.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk 

SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk 
ABSENCE LINE: Telephone: 01865 855378 (please use this number to report absences) 

or 
email – absence.4060@gosford-hill.oxon.sch.uk 

The Parent Support Site has information on supporting your child(ren) in a number of curriculum areas. 
 

Inset Day 
Please note that Friday 6th December 2013 will be an  
Inset day and the school will be closed to students. 
 
Also, the school will close at 12.30pm on Friday  
20th December 2013 for the Christmas Holidays. 
 
Dr S Bizley - Headteacher 


