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Music in the Community 

 
On Monday 28th January, Emily Young, Simon 
Hague and Wilf Howes accompanied by Mrs 
Curtis, visited the Abbeyfield Oxford Society in St 
Clements Oxford, to play for the residents. They 
were a little startled to discover that one of their 
audience had attended the Royal Academy as a 
pianist in 1948, but the group, undaunted, played 
on with a selection including music by Adele, 
Mozart, a range of folk tunes on accordion and the 
theme tune from Dr Who! 

 
 
 

 
 
The residents of Abbeyfield are elderly and limited 
in how much they can get out and about. Although 
they all receive visitors and a variety of 
speakers/entertainers, they particularly appreciate 
music, especially live performances.  They really 
enjoyed meeting our students and have already 
invited them to return for a repeat performance.  
The students very much enjoyed the experience 
and all had stories to tell about their meetings with 
the residents and how much they enjoyed 
performing. 
 
 

 

 

Gosford String Players 

Next term Year 7 students will be taking part in a pilot to learn how to play a violin or a cello in 
their music lessons.  The Music Department is working closely with the Oxfordshire Music Service 
to encourage more students to play a string instrument.  Playing a string instrument is fun, there 
are many opportunities for playing and I hope that we can get more of our students enjoying music 
and joining in an orchestra.  There will be an opportunity for students to come to a free lunchtime 
club to play more music in school. 
 
Mrs R Frankcom – Team Leader of Music 
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Music Faculty - Dates for your Diary 
Thursday 25th April - Oxfordshire Jazz Band Concert 7.00-9.30pm.  A selection of Jazz, R & B and popular 
songs performed by the Oxfordshire Jazz Band, led by Mr Charles Lloyd.  Students in Year 7 will be invited to 
take part in this event. 

 
Wednesday 1st May - Music Showcase 7.00pm - 9.00pm.  Our chance to show off the amazing 
musical talent that we have in Gosford Hill School with a wide range of musical styles and ensembles. 
  
Both of these events will take place in the school main hall.  Tickets will be on sale in reception from the 
beginning of March.  

 
Mrs R Frankcom – Team Leader of Music 

 
 
 

 

To the Parents and Carers of Year 8 
The recent news about the abandonment of the English Baccalaureate Certificate took us by surprise. The 
GCSE English Baccalaureate 'wraparound' subjects as discussed at our recent pre-preference information 
evening look to remain. However, the information we get from the Department of Education is changing on a 
weekly basis and I will do my best to keep you informed. Do not hesitate to contact the school if you have any 
questions. 
  
Steve Bizley – Headteacher  
 
 
 
 
            
 

Modern Foreign Languages News 
In November a small group of Year 12 students went to watch a German 
film called 'Barbara' at the Phoenix Cinema in Jericho. The trip was 
organised by the Oxford German Society and they were running a 
competition for Sixth Form students, which was to write a film review (in 
German). Two of our Sixth Form students, Georgia Poole and Maisie Siret, 
won the competition and as result have had their reviews published online. 
To view their winning entries go to the writing competition section at:  
http://www.oxford-german-network.ox.ac.uk/competitions 

  
Miss Normington – Team Leader, Modern Foreign Languages Faculty 

 
"The film is about a woman, named Barbara, who'd been doctoring in East 
Germany in the 1980s, but had been sent to a small country hospital. In the 
new surroundings, the main character struggles to fit in, falling in love and 
saving a young pregnant girl in the process. The whole film is in German, 
but there were also subtitles to help those who weren't fluent in the 
language. From the plot we were given a clear and accurate view of what it 
was like for many people in this area around this difficult time. I think we all 
left the cinema feeling quiet emotional after the moving film and having 
learned and understood more about the history of Berlin." 
  
Maisie Siret – 12WCSY  

 

 

https://db3prd0104.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=IpDxOOYEaUWg09fjNkdty8g8e41P1s8I12Y70ZKB0cbusV3SdCDlUzU-35H-aRL-Bd5HxXCuxiE.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.oxford-german-network.ox.ac.uk%2fcompetitions
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/0/06/Barbara_(2012_film).jpg
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The Learning Centre 

The Learning Centre is a comfortable and welcoming area supporting students‟ 

independent learning, giving them access to a wealth of information. Students can borrow 

from a large selection of regularly updated books. It also offers a variety of newspapers 

and magazines linked to the curriculum. There is a stationery shop where students can 

purchase equipment for their lessons as well as revision guides to support them with their 

GCSE and A level studies.  

              

Out of lesson activities 

Before school, and at break and lunch times The Learning Centre is buzzing with a variety of activities. It 
provides students with the opportunity to complete their homework in the IT area, choose from a selection of 
board games (chess being the most popular), get stuck into a good book, create a Manga cartoon drawing or 
simply socialise with friends. A group of volunteer student librarians are also on hand to help at break times. 
 
Homework Club 
After school The Learning Centre is open until 4.30pm when students are welcome to complete their 
homework in a calm and supportive environment. They have access to computers for SAM Learning, BBC 
Bitesize, „Show My Homework‟ or seating in one of the many study areas. 
 

Author visit 
A visit from children‟s author, Stephen Bowkett, on Tuesday 5th March will be one of the 
highlights next month. Stephen will be holding reading and writing workshops throughout 
the day for Year 7 students. All other students will have the opportunity to meet the 
author, ask questions and purchase his books at lunch time. If you would like some 
background information please visit: Stevebowkett.co.uk.  
 
 

World Book Day  
World Book Day is on Tuesday 7th March. There are many activities 
planned, including: an Extreme Photo competition, Spring into Reading 
and exploring the Movellas story recipe app for story writing. Find out 
more at worldbookday.com and movellas.com. 
  

The Oxfordshire Book Award 

The secondary school shortlist consists of the six book titles below. Two 
groups of Year 8 students have volunteered to read the shortlisted books, meet to discuss 
their favourite and vote for a winner by Thursday 21st March. The nominations are put forward and an overall 
winner is announced at the Award Presentation at Abingdon School in the Autumn. Find out more at 
oxfordshirebookaward.org. 

 

The Learning Centre is open from 8.15am until 4.30pm Monday to Friday, during term time. 

 Mrs A Hedges – Learning Centre Manager 
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National Center Parcs KS3 Badminton 
Championships Round Two 
Gosford Hill represented the North Oxfordshire Partnership 
in the KS3 Boys County round of the Center Parcs 
Badminton Competition held at Blackbird Leys on Tuesday 
5th February. The boys had a tough draw and, although 
they played well, lost to both Lord Williams and Henry Box. 
Henry Box went on to win the competition. Well done to all 
for taking part. 

 

 

  

Aaron Cook, Harry Whitehead, Marcus Tranter, Reuben Tyndall 
 

 

Year 5 & 6 Gifted and Talented Sportshall Athletics Competition 
School Games Level 2 (Inter School 

Competition) 
 
This year our G&T Sportshall Athletics Competition 
followed the National guidelines and schools were 
asked to bring teams of between nine and fifteen girls 
and boys to compete in twelve events. Four schools 
entered the competition and each competitor was 
allowed to take part in a maximum of two track and two 
field events.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Edward Feild School won the competition followed by St Thomas 
More, West Kidlington and North Kidlington. There were some 
very good performances in both the track and field events with 
lots of loud cheers during the track events. Twenty two Gosford 
Leaders capably officiated and ensured all ran smoothly.  
 
Comments from the feedback sheets included, “the new format 
was a challenge but the event ran smoothly and was a success” 
and “another fantastic event.” 
 
Edward Feild will go through to the Partnership Finals at The 
Cooper School on the 7th March. 

 
 Pam Selby – SSCo for Kidlington 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.greatersport.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/files/business_operations/office_management/school_games_2012_logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.greatersport.co.uk/blogs/get-involved/be-inspired/key-103-team-up-with-the-school-games/&usg=__i5Dt0sUw3YQ44mBqywzzZODCTNY=&h=386&w=291&sz=15&hl=en&start=3&zoom=1&tbnid=wlD8DXiK1UCSlM:&tbnh=123&tbnw=93&ei=BjiTTpuEE4eV8QOaxtQ8&prev=/search?q=2012+school+games&hl=en&gbv=2&tbm=isch&itbs=1
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.greatersport.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/files/business_operations/office_management/school_games_2012_logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.greatersport.co.uk/blogs/get-involved/be-inspired/key-103-team-up-with-the-school-games/&usg=__i5Dt0sUw3YQ44mBqywzzZODCTNY=&h=386&w=291&sz=15&hl=en&start=3&zoom=1&tbnid=wlD8DXiK1UCSlM:&tbnh=123&tbnw=93&ei=BjiTTpuEE4eV8QOaxtQ8&prev=/search?q=2012+school+games&hl=en&gbv=2&tbm=isch&itbs=1
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.greatersport.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/files/business_operations/office_management/school_games_2012_logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.greatersport.co.uk/blogs/get-involved/be-inspired/key-103-team-up-with-the-school-games/&usg=__i5Dt0sUw3YQ44mBqywzzZODCTNY=&h=386&w=291&sz=15&hl=en&start=3&zoom=1&tbnid=wlD8DXiK1UCSlM:&tbnh=123&tbnw=93&ei=BjiTTpuEE4eV8QOaxtQ8&prev=/search?q=2012+school+games&hl=en&gbv=2&tbm=isch&itbs=1
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.greatersport.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/files/business_operations/office_management/school_games_2012_logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.greatersport.co.uk/blogs/get-involved/be-inspired/key-103-team-up-with-the-school-games/&usg=__i5Dt0sUw3YQ44mBqywzzZODCTNY=&h=386&w=291&sz=15&hl=en&start=3&zoom=1&tbnid=wlD8DXiK1UCSlM:&tbnh=123&tbnw=93&ei=BjiTTpuEE4eV8QOaxtQ8&prev=/search?q=2012+school+games&hl=en&gbv=2&tbm=isch&itbs=1
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.greatersport.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/files/business_operations/office_management/school_games_2012_logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.greatersport.co.uk/blogs/get-involved/be-inspired/key-103-team-up-with-the-school-games/&usg=__i5Dt0sUw3YQ44mBqywzzZODCTNY=&h=386&w=291&sz=15&hl=en&start=3&zoom=1&tbnid=wlD8DXiK1UCSlM:&tbnh=123&tbnw=93&ei=BjiTTpuEE4eV8QOaxtQ8&prev=/search?q=2012+school+games&hl=en&gbv=2&tbm=isch&itbs=1
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PE Faculty News 

In addition to the school competing in the badminton finals a 
number of Gosford Hill students have had great success in the 
sporting arena this term. 

Chloe Ridewood and Beth Hawtin competed at the Oxfordshire 
Schools Cross Country both finishing 3rd in their respective age 
groups.  Both students have now been selected to represent 
the school and county at the national finals in Derbyshire.  The 
school wish them the best of luck. 

The school entered 3 teams into the schools county table 
tennis competition on Monday 4th February.  All students 
played very well against some very experienced players.  Joe 
McKenna-Jones was eventually crowned under-13 boys‟ 
county champion and will now go forward to represent the 
school and county in the national finals in Doncaster. 

 
 

Zoe Lawfull has been selected to join the South West England rugby squad 
following trials. The initial trial was cancelled due to bad weather.  During the 
rearranged trial Zoe was selected to join the training squad and will 
represent the South West in games against other regions.  We hope that 
Zoe will continue to impress and gain full England honours. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sainsburys Active Kids 

This year the school will once again be collecting active kids 
vouchers from Sainsbury‟s.  The scheme will be running from 
30th January to 22nd May 2013.  If you or your family shop at 
Sainsbury‟s please collect the vouchers and hand them in to 
the collecting box at reception.  The vouchers are essential in 
continuing to improve the quality of equipment and learning 
experience in PE and other subjects.  In previous years this 
has helped the school improve the quality of hockey sticks, 
badminton rackets and purchase playing kits. 

Many thanks for your continued support 

Mr P Green – Subject Leader, PE 
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