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OFSTED REPORT 
We have now received the official Ofsted Report and a paper copy of this will be forwarded to all 
parents at the beginning of next week.  Please ensure your child gives this to you. 

Icelandic Visitors 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr Stephen Bizley - Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
Humanities News Feb 2012   
 
Year 7 Homework Projects 
As ever the standard of work from Year 7 was very high and we enjoyed reading some imaginative 
work about Christmases Past, creative outfits and fantastic places the students had enjoyed. It was a 
pleasure to see models of Tudor or Victorian decorations, beautifully depicted fantastic places from 
around the world and outfit designs using material. Well done to all Year 7. 
The best projects for each subject were as follows 
History -1st – Gemma Puleston, 2nd Ben Druce, 3rd Tom Keppie, 4th Tom Madden 
Geography – 1st Caitlin Brown, 2nd Rosie East,  3rd Katherine Hill, 4th  Chloe Ridewood 
RPE – 1st Georgia Haughey,  2nd Omar Akay, 3rd  Phoebe Littlewood, 4th Caitlin Brown 
 
Year 8 Homework Projects 
March is Humanities homework month. For RPE, the assessment project has already been set and, 
while it is not yet March, students can begin the tasks about Jerusalem and its multi- faith problems. 
This piece of work will be formally assessed against National Curriculum criteria.  Students will receive 
their Geography and History projects by the end of the first full week in March, with different deadlines 
for each class. Please check Show My Homework for particular deadlines. 
 
Year 10 History Field Visit 
On Thursday 29th March, year 10 will be going to the Thackray Medical Museum in Leeds as part of 
their revision for the Modular Exam in June. Please return the letters as soon as possible. 
Alison Driscoll – Faculty Leader, Humanities 
 
 

 

        

Earlier this week we welcomed over 20 
teachers from a school in Reykjavik, Iceland.  
 
Our visitors wanted to visit a successful 
school in the Oxford area and chose us.  
They toured the school and observed many 
lessons.  We hope to keep in contact and 
work together in the future. 
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GOSFORD HILL SCHOOL SKI COURSE 
PILA/AOSTA, ITALY 

11th -19th  FEBRUARY 2012 
 

The annual School ski course proved yet another fantastic 
experience in a long line of resounding successes. 46 Year 11 
and Year 12 students took part in this year’s course along with 
8 staff and adults. A total party of 54. 
 
The students gave a tremendously favourable impression of 
themselves to all parties. They drew extremely positive 
comments from all Interski staff, instructors, hotel staff and 
coach drivers. They were brilliant ambassadors for Gosford 
Hill School. The rapport amongst the students and 8 staff 
accompanying the course was a privilege to be part of. 
 
The course was once again booked with the reputable travel 
company Interski who delivered a quality package as usual. 
All the groups made incredible progress in their skiing thanks to some wonderful snow conditions and 
weather. Only a couple of minor injuries resulted which enabled all students to get the most from the six 
days of skiing. 
 
The 3 star Hotel Au Coin Vert located within walking distance of the lovely centre of Aosta and a short 5 
minute coach ride to the main Pila gondola lift provided comfortable accommodation with all rooms 
providing a good standard of facilities. The food was outstanding with an evening three-course meal and a 
buffet breakfast arrangement. Lunch was taken at mountain restaurants using the unique Interski voucher 
scheme where the students, accompanied by their instructor, have a choice of a hot snack. 
 
The whole party enjoyed a varied evening entertainment programme which comprised of a quiz on the first 
evening followed by a pizza evening, bingo, karaoke, disco, ski presentation and snow tubing. Jordan 
Rouse won the top prize in the bingo of a pair of Salomon ski boots. There was just time to cram in some 
shopping in the atmospheric old Aosta town and a visit to a Nike Factory outlet on the outskirts of town. 
 
The conduct and behaviour of the group as already mentioned was excellent. Special Mention must also go 
to the other staff that accompanied the course and worked so tirelessly on behalf of the students to make 

the course a success. To Mr Ward, Mr Manthorpe, Mr Goldring, Miss 
Witney, Miss Jones and Mr Smith my sincere thanks. Lastly to all the 
students themselves for making the 2012 ski course another great 
success. 
 
Photographs of the course are now on the school web site and a 
DVD of the course will shortly be made. The DVD will be shown in 
late April to all students and parents. The date is yet to be confirmed 
but there will be an opportunity to purchase a copy of the DVD on the 
evening itself. 
Paul Catling - Party Leader 
 

Some comments from the students: 
‘The best experience I have ever had’ - Tom Dale 
 
‘Thank you for an amazing experience – I enjoyed 
the trip loads’ - Olly Hazell 
 
‘The best moment was the first time we went 
down a steep red run really fast and also the first 
sighting of the mountains made me feel so small!’ 
Lalo Mosquero 
 
‘Great time, great weather, great company – Just 
do it!’ - Ryan Whitehead 

‘I found the whole week an awesome experience. 
I certainly didn’t expect to do that many red runs 
and enjoyed the whole week way more than I 
expected’ - Anon 
 
‘Amazing experience – best way to spend a half 
term!’ - Will Ball 
 
‘My favourite moment was the whole ski trip. It 
was truly amazing!’ - Danielle Collaire 
 
‘Amazing ski trip – unmissable’  
Megan Greenway 
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Oliver 2012 
Wow!! What another amazing show. The students worked 
tirelessly from September as have a number of staff to make 
this spectacular show come to life.  
 
The talent that we have here at Gosford amazes me. Oliver 
was my 11th show that I have directed and I can honestly say 
the singing and acting abilities of the students here is 
outstanding.  
 
Putting on a production of this size takes a great deal of time 
and effort.  With a cast of 40 students there have been 
challenges to overcome such as getting everyone on stage 
and in time during group numbers, costuming such a large cast and remembering the vast amount of 
choreography that comes with a show of this nature. I have to say the pickpockets/orphans, which is made 
up of 20 of our youngest students at the school, have had to learn and remember 7 numbers and I think 
you’ll agree have done a splendid job. 
The students have worked very hard learning their lines, practising their songs and perfecting their acting 
skills in order to create, what I think you will agree was a truly magical show. 
 
It has been a joy to work with such an inspiring group of students who so obviously enjoy performing. 
I can’t wait for next year!! 
Hayley Whitford - Head of Performing Arts 
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Jacobsthal Public Speaking Competition 2012 
 
Students from Gosford Hill School visited Christ Church College, Oxford to 
take part in a debating competition involving eight other Oxfordshire schools 
on 27 January 2012, Holocaust Memorial Day. Year 12 and 13 students 
participated in the event, and Anastasia Solopova spoke on the subject of 
civil disobedience in a democracy. Anastasia received special mention from 
the judges for her thoughtful speech.  
 

 
 
 
Corinne Leach and Tom Cross were also 
impressive in the roles of chairperson and 
questioner respectively. The competition 
coincided with an exhibition by the University of 
Oxford’s Institute of Archaeology called 
‘Persecution and Survival: A wartime refugee’s 
story’ running until 10th March at the Gallery, 
Oxford Town Hall.  
 

Particular thanks go to Miss Drewett, our official photographer, and to all students involved in organising 
this fantastic event. Plans are already in motion to develop this competition further for next year, and any 
students wishing to be involved in the competition, or to take part generally in debating club, should see Mr 
Beard or Mrs Sandland.  
Ruth Sandland  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 

Friends of Gosford Hill School 
present the School’s annual 

Quiz Night 
With prizes for the winning team 

Friday 23rd March 2012 
Gosford Hill School – Main Hall – 7pm 

     
Ploughman’s Supper included – Bar available 
Desserts for sale by the World Challenge Team 

£30 per team (maximum of six) 
£18 for a student’s only team 

Smaller teams are welcome to join together on the night 
Advanced booking essential 

For team registration drop into School Reception 
or call 01865 374971 
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Questionnaire for Parents and Carers - Year 11 February 2012 

     Statement 1 - My child is happy at this school 
  

     Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Total 

26 52 3 0 81 

32.10% 64.20% 3.70% 0.00% 100.00% 

percent positive 96.30% 
   

     Statement 2 - The child feels safe at this school 
  

     Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Total 

35 46 1 0 82 

42.68% 56.10% 1.22% 0.00% 100.00% 

percent positive 98.78% 
   

     Statement 3 - My child makes good progress at this school 
 

     Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Total 

30 49 3 0 82 

36.59% 59.76% 3.66% 0.00% 100.00% 

percent positive 96.34% 
   

     Statement 4 - My child is well looked after at this school 
 

     Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Total 

27 55 0 0 82 

32.93% 67.07% 0.00% 0.00% 100.00% 

percent positive 100.00% 
   

     Statement 5 -My child is taught well at this 
school 

  

     Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Total 

17 60 2 0 79 

21.52% 75.95% 2.53% 0.00% 100.00% 

percent positive 97.47% 
   

     Statement 6 - My child receives appropriate homework for their age 
 

     Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Total 

16 55 10 1 82 

19.51% 67.07% 12.20% 1.22% 100.00% 

percent positive 86.59% 
   

     Statement 7 - This school ensures the students are well behaved 
 

     Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Total 

16 57 7 1 81 

19.75% 70.37% 8.64% 1.23% 100.00% 

percent positive 90.12% 
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Statement  8 - This school deals effectively with bullying 

     Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Total 

20 50 5 1 76 

26.32% 65.79% 6.58% 1.32% 100.00% 

percent positive 92.11% 
   

     Statement 9 - This school is well led and 
managed 

  

     Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Total 

19 54 3 2 78 

24.36% 69.23% 3.85% 2.56% 100.00% 

percent positive 93.59% 
   

     Statement 10 - This school responds well to any concern I raise 
 

     Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Total 

17 54 5 1 77 

22.08% 70.13% 6.49% 1.30% 100.00% 

percent positive 92.21% 
   

     Statement 11 - I receive valuable information from the school about my child's progress 

     Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Total 

21 55 5 0 81 

25.93% 67.90% 6.17% 0.00% 100.00% 

percent positive 93.83% 
   

     Statement 12 - I would recommend this school to another parent 
 

     Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Total 

25 47 5 1 78 

32.05% 60.26% 6.41% 1.28% 100.00% 

percent positive 92.31% 
   

     Statement 13 - Overall, I am happy with my child's experience at this school 

     Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Total 

25 54 2 0 81 

30.86% 66.67% 2.47% 0.00% 100.00% 

percent positive 97.53% 
   

     Statement 14 - My child studies regularly at 
home 

  
     Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Total 

24 42 12 2 80 

30.00% 52.50% 15.00% 2.50% 100.00% 

percent positive 82.50% 
   

     Please Note: 48.5% of parents took part in this survey 
  


